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Dear D r .  Varmus: 

Thank you f o r  your l e t te r .  C l e a r l y  t h e  v i r u s  should n o t  be 
cal led HTLV-111, LAV, o r  ARV, f i r s t l y  because it has  no r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  t o  HTLV-I o r  I1 and secondly,  because t h e  i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r i f e  
connected wi th  t h e  French V s  American v i r u s  should be avoided 
i n  f u t u r e  if p o s s i b l e .  
a s s o c i a t i n g  t h e  v i r u s  wi th  A I D S  and simply t o  change t h e  name, 
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  "XYZ v i r u s "  r e a l l y  does n o t  h e l p  s i n c e  t h e  
c l i n i c i a n  w i l l  t hen  have t o  e x p l a i n  what t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  v i r u s  
causes .  
i s  extremely h igh  a t  p r e s e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  as every-  
one becomes more f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  d i s e a s e  t h i s  w i l l  t e n d  t o  d i m i -  
n i s h  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  probably i s  a g r e a t  deal t o  be sa id  f o r  
c a l l i n g  t h e  v i r u s  e x a c t l y  what it i s .  
i s  anything t o  be gained by g i v i n g  it t h e  p r e f i x  "human" s i n c e  
t h e r e  seems t o  be evidence t h a t  a d i s e a s e  ve ry  a k i n  t o  A I D S  a t  
l eas t  can  be caused by t h e  v i r u s  i n  h ighe r  pr imates  and t h a t  
t h e  v i r u s  may have o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  Af r i can  green monkey. I 
would myself be i n  f avor  of  something s h o r t  and f a i r l y  e x p l i c i t  
such as  A I D S  a s s o c i a t e d  v i r u s  o r  simply A I D S  v i r u s  s i n c e  I believe 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no way of wrapping t h e  unp leasan t  t r u t h  up i n  words. 
One might as  w e l l  be hones t  wi th  people  from t h e  o u t s e t .  

Thank you f o r  ask ing  m e  t o  g i v e  you my views on t h i s .  
should be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know what t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  of  your 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i s .  

I do n o t  myself see any way of avoid ing  
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With best wishes. /? 
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Peter W. A. Mansell, M. D. 
Deputy Department Chairman 
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